Becoming a Reviewer
Join the BNJAR Reviewer Community

Peer review is an essential part of the scholarly publishing process and plays a vital role in
maintaining the quality, integrity, and credibility of scientific research. By becoming a reviewer
for the Blue Nile Journal of Agricultural Research (BNJAR), you contribute your expertise to the
agricultural research community. Your constructive and independent assessment helps authors
improve their manuscripts and assists the BNJAR editorial team in making informed publication
decisions.

Who Can Become a BNJAR Reviewer?

BNJAR welcomes experienced researchers, academics, scientists, and professionals with
appropriate expertise in agricultural science and related disciplines.

Potential reviewers should have:

e Relevant academic or professional expertise in the subject area;

« Appropriate research experience and knowledge of current literature;

o Arrecord of scholarly research or professional contribution in their field,;

« The ability to provide an objective, constructive, and evidence-based assessment;

« Sufficient proficiency in English to evaluate and comment on scientific manuscripts; and
« A commitment to maintaining confidentiality, research integrity, and publication ethics.

Early-career researchers with appropriate subject expertise may also be considered, particularly
where they have relevant research experience and are able to provide a rigorous and impartial
assessment.

What Does a BNJAR Reviewer Do?

Registered reviewers may be invited to assess manuscripts that match their research expertise and
interests.

A reviewer is expected to:

o Evaluate the manuscript objectively and independently;

e Assess the originality, scientific quality, methodology, analysis, and significance of the
research;

« ldentify major strengths and weaknesses;

e Provide clear and constructive recommendations for improvement;

« Identify relevant ethical or research-integrity concerns;

« Maintain strict confidentiality throughout the review process;

« Declare any actual, potential, or perceived conflict of interest; and

o Complete accepted reviews within the agreed timeframe.



Reviewers are not expected to rewrite manuscripts or act as copy editors. Their primary
responsibility is to provide an expert scientific assessment that helps authors and editors evaluate
and improve the work.

How Reviewer Invitations Work

Once you have registered as a reviewer, your research interests, keywords, expertise, and relevant
academic information may be used by BNJAR editors to identify appropriate reviewers. When a
manuscript matches your expertise, you may receive an invitation containing relevant information
about the manuscript and the expected review deadline. You are always free to accept or decline a
review invitation. Before accepting, please consider whether:

e The manuscript falls within your area of expertise;

e You have sufficient time to complete the review;

e You have no conflict of interest; and

e You can provide an impartial and constructive assessment.

If you cannot accept an invitation, we appreciate a prompt response. Where possible, you may also
recommend another suitably qualified researcher. BNJAR aims to maintain a balanced and
sustainable reviewer workload and does not expect reviewers to accept invitations when they do
not have sufficient time or appropriate expertise.

Reviewer Recognition

BNJAR values the contribution of its reviewers and recognizes peer review as an important form
of scholarly service. Where appropriate and consistent with confidentiality and journal policy,
BNJAR may provide reviewers with formal recognition of their peer-review contributions.

Reviewers are also encouraged to maintain an accurate record of their scholarly reviewing
activities through appropriate researcher-identification and recognition services, such as ORCID
or other recognized platforms, where applicable.

How to Register as a BNJAR Reviewer

Researchers interested in joining the BNJAR reviewer community can register through the BNJAR
online journal system.

When creating or updating your reviewer profile, please provide:

o Full name;

o Institutional affiliation;

e Professional email address;

e« ORCID iD, where available;

« Academic qualifications;

e Research interests and keywords;
o Areas of subject expertise; and



« Relevant publications or research experience.

Please keep your reviewer profile and research interests up to date so that editors can identify
appropriate manuscripts for your expertise.

A Commitment to Responsible Peer Review

By joining the BNJAR reviewer community, you become part of a network of researchers
committed to strengthening the quality and integrity of agricultural scholarship. BNJAR
encourages all reviewers to follow the principles of confidentiality, impartiality, objectivity,
constructive criticism, research integrity, and professional conduct throughout the peer-review
process.



