Enhancing Discoverability
Increasing the Visibility and Impact of BNJAR Research

The Blue Nile Journal of Agricultural Research (BNJAR) is committed to improving the
discoverability, accessibility, and visibility of the research it publishes. Discoverability is a shared
responsibility. BNJAR works to provide high-quality article metadata, persistent identifiers,
indexing, and repository connections, while authors can take practical steps to help their research
reach the widest possible scholarly and professional audience.

1. Develop a Clear and Focused Aims and Scope

A clear Aims and Scope helps researchers, authors, reviewers, and indexing services understand
the scientific focus of BNJAR.

The journal's scope should:

Clearly define the subjects and disciplines covered by BNJAR,;

Use terminology familiar to the agricultural research community;

Identify the types of research and scholarly contributions welcomed;

Clearly communicate the journal's intended readership; and

Be sufficiently focused while reflecting the breadth of agricultural and related research
published by BNJAR.

A well-defined scope also helps authors determine whether their manuscripts are appropriate for
submission.

2. Strengthen Article Metadata
Accurate and complete article metadata is fundamental to scholarly discoverability.
BNJAR should ensure that each published article contains, where applicable:

A clear and informative title;

Complete author names and affiliations;
ORCID iDs;

A structured or informative abstract;
Appropriate keywords;

Accurate references;

Funding information;
Conflict-of-interest declarations;
Data-availability information;
Publication dates;

Article type;

DOI and other persistent identifiers; and
Complete bibliographic information.



High-quality metadata helps search engines, indexing services, repositories, libraries, and
scholarly discovery platforms correctly identify and link BNJAR content.

3. Write Search-Friendly Article Titles

Authors can significantly improve article-level discoverability by choosing clear and descriptive
titles.

A good title should:

o Accurately describe the main subject of the research;

« Include important scientific terms that potential readers are likely to search for;

e Avoid unnecessary abbreviations and jargon;

e Avoid excessive length; and

e Clearly indicate the study's main focus, location, population, method, or phenomenon
where relevant.

For example, instead of using a vague title such as “Assessment of Environmental Changes,” a
more informative title might identify the specific environmental process, study area, method, or
agricultural context.

4. Optimize the Abstract

The abstract is one of the most important elements for helping readers discover and understand an
article.

Authors should ensure that the abstract:
o Clearly states the research problem or objective;
o Briefly describes the methodology;
e Presents the most important findings;
o States the principal conclusion or implication;
e Uses relevant scientific terminology naturally; and
o Accurately reflects the content of the full article.

Important concepts and keywords should appear naturally in the abstract rather than being
artificially repeated.

5. Use Relevant Keywords
Authors should select specific and representative keywords that accurately describe their research.
Good keywords can include:

e Major research themes;
e Scientific processes;



o Crops, livestock, or natural resources studied,;
e Methodologies or models used:;

o Geographic areas where relevant; and

o Important concepts addressed by the study.

Authors should avoid keywords that are excessively broad, repetitive, misleading, or unrelated to
the manuscript.

6. Use Persistent Researcher ldentifiers

BNJAR encourages authors to provide their ORCID iD during submission and to maintain an
accurate ORCID record. ORCID helps distinguish researchers with similar names and supports
accurate attribution of publications across scholarly communication systems. Where applicable,
authors may also maintain consistent researcher profiles through recognized scholarly platforms.

7. Improve Citation and Reference Discoverability
Authors should ensure that references are:

e Accurate and complete;

o Consistently formatted,;

e Relevant to the research;

o Appropriately cited in the manuscript; and

« Linked to DOIs or other persistent identifiers where available.

Accurate references improve the ability of readers and scholarly systems to connect an article with
the wider body of scientific literature.

8. Promote Your Published Research Responsibly

Authors are encouraged to share their published BNJAR articles through appropriate academic and
professional channels, including:

« Institutional websites and repositories;

e ORCID profiles;

e ResearchGate and other academic networking platforms;
e Professional networks;

e Research group websites;

e Conferences and seminars;

o Academic newsletters;

e Social media; and

« Relevant professional or development communities.

When sharing an article, authors should use the official BNJAR article page or DOl whenever
possible so that readers are directed to the authoritative version of record.



9. Share Research with Relevant Communities

Research is more likely to reach its intended audience when it is shared with communities that
have a genuine interest in the topic. For example, research on soil erosion, watershed management,
agricultural water management, climate change, crop production, or natural resource management
may be shared with relevant researchers, practitioners, policymakers, extension professionals, and
development organizations. Authors should focus on relevance and scholarly value rather than
indiscriminate promotion.

10. Use Research Highlights and Plain-Language Summaries

For research with broader societal or practical relevance, authors may prepare concise research
highlights or plain-language summaries explaining:

e What problem was investigated;

e What the researchers found;

e Why the findings matter; and

e Who may benefit from the research.

Clear communication can help research reach audiences beyond specialists in the immediate
discipline.

11. Encourage Responsible Media and Social-Media Promotion

BNJAR may promote selected research through appropriate journal news, website announcements,
newsletters, social-media channels, or other scholarly communication activities. Authors are
encouraged to notify the editorial office when a published article has significant scientific,
agricultural, environmental, policy, or societal relevance. Promotional content should always
represent the research accurately and responsibly and should not exaggerate findings or make
claims beyond the evidence presented in the article.

12. Develop Thematic Collections

BNJAR may bring together related articles into thematic collections, special collections, or virtual
issues around important areas of agricultural research.

Potential themes may include:

o Climate-smart agriculture;

« Soil and water conservation;

e Sustainable watershed management;

e Agricultural water management;

e Food security;

o Land degradation and restoration;

o Agricultural biodiversity;

« Digital agriculture and innovation; and



o Climate change adaptation and resilience.

Thematic collections can help readers discover related research and highlight BNJAR's
contribution to emerging areas of agricultural science.

13. Strengthen Indexing and Scholarly Discoverability

BNJAR works to make its published research discoverable through appropriate scholarly indexes,
databases, repositories, library systems, search engines, and academic discovery services.

The journal's discoverability can be strengthened through:

e Accurate article metadata;

« DOl registration and maintenance;

e ORCID integration;

e Machine-readable metadata;

o Appropriate repository and indexing connections;

« Long-term digital preservation; and

« Consistent journal and article information across scholarly platforms.

BNJAR does not guarantee a particular search-engine ranking, citation count, or research impact.
However, maintaining high-quality metadata and strong scholarly discoverability infrastructure
can increase the opportunities for research to be found, accessed, read, cited, and reused.

14. Monitor Article Visibility and Impact

Authors are encouraged to monitor the visibility and use of their research through appropriate
scholarly indicators, where available.

These may include:
« Atrticle views and downloads;
« Citations;
e Repository usage;
e Scholarly mentions;
e Academic profile activity; and
o Other appropriate article-level or research-impact indicators.

Such metrics should be interpreted carefully and should not be treated as direct measures of
research quality.

How Authors Can Increase the Discoverability of Their Research
Before and after publication, authors should consider the following:

e Use a clear, descriptive title.



e Write an informative abstract.

o Select relevant and specific keywords.

e Provide your ORCID iD.

e Use consistent author and institutional information.

« Ensure references and DOIs are accurate.

« Share the official article link or DOI.

o Add the publication to appropriate academic profiles and institutional repositories.
« Share your findings with relevant professional and research communities.

o Communicate important findings accurately and responsibly.

Discoverability Starts with Good Research and Good Metadata

The foundation of research visibility is high-quality, relevant, and clearly communicated
scholarship. BNJAR is committed to providing the publishing infrastructure and scholarly
dissemination pathways needed to help authors make their research more discoverable and
accessible.



