Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
1. What is BNJAR?

The Blue Nile Journal of Agricultural Research (BNJAR) is an open-access, peer-reviewed
scholarly journal dedicated to publishing high-quality research in agriculture and related fields.
BNJAR welcomes original research, reviews, and other scholarly contributions that advance
agricultural science, innovation, and sustainable development.

2. Is BNJAR an Open Access journal?

Yes. BNJAR is an Open Access journal, making its published research freely accessible to readers
worldwide.

3. Does BNJAR charge Article Processing Charges (APCs)?

BNJAR is committed to accessible scholarly publishing. Authors should consult the journal's
current Author Guidelines and Publication Charges page for the applicable APC policy. Any
charges, waivers, or exemptions are communicated transparently.

4. What subjects does BNJAR publish?

BNJAR publishes research covering a broad range of agricultural and related disciplines, including
crop and animal production, soil and water management, agricultural engineering, natural resource
management, climate change, agroecology, food and nutrition, agricultural economics, rural
development, and related areas.

Authors should consult the Aims and Scope before submission to determine whether their
manuscript is appropriate for BNJAR.

5. What types of manuscripts does BNJAR accept?

Depending on the journal's current scope and policies, BNJAR may consider original research
articles, review articles, short communications, methodological papers, and other scholarly
contributions.

6. How do I submit a manuscript?

Manuscripts should be submitted through the BNJAR online submission system (OJS). Authors
must register or log in to their account and follow the submission steps provided by the system.

7. Can I submit a manuscript by email?

Normally, manuscripts should be submitted through the online submission system rather than by
email. Email may be used for editorial or technical enquiries where appropriate.

8. Is BNJAR peer-reviewed?



Yes. Manuscripts undergo an editorial assessment and external peer-review process before a final
publication decision is made.

9. How many reviewers evaluate a manuscript?

BNJAR generally seeks at least two independent reviewers for a manuscript. The number may
vary depending on the manuscript, subject area, reviewer availability, and editorial requirements.

10. What type of peer review does BNJAR use?

BNJAR applies the peer-review model specified in its current journal policies. Authors should
consult the Peer Review Policy for the applicable review procedure, including whether reviewer
and author identities are concealed.

11. How long does the peer-review process take?

The review period varies depending on the subject area, reviewer availability, and the complexity
of the manuscript. BNJAR aims to provide efficient and timely editorial decisions without
compromising the rigor and quality of peer review.

12. Can I check the status of my manuscript?

Yes. Authors can monitor their manuscript through their BNJAR OJS account using the manuscript
identification number assigned during submission.

13. What happens after submission?
The manuscript normally passes through the following stages:

Submission — Initial Editorial Screening — Editor Assessment — Peer Review — Editorial
Decision — Revision (if required) — Final Acceptance — Production — Publication

14. Can a manuscript be rejected before peer review?

Yes. A manuscript may be rejected at the initial editorial stage if it is outside the journal's scope,
does not meet basic quality requirements, fails to comply with submission guidelines, raises ethical
concerns, or is not considered suitable for external peer review.

15. What are the possible editorial decisions?

Depending on the outcome of the editorial and peer-review process, decisions may include:
o Accept
e Minor Revision
e Major Revision

e Resubmit for Further Consideration



e Reject
16. Does BNJAR screen manuscripts for plagiarism?

BNJAR is committed to preventing plagiarism and other forms of unethical text reuse. Manuscripts
may undergo similarity screening and editorial assessment as part of the journal's research-
integrity procedures.

A similarity result is not, by itself, proof of plagiarism; the editorial team evaluates the nature and
context of any identified similarity.

17. Does BNJAR require authors to provide ORCID iDs?

BNIJAR strongly encourages authors to provide their ORCID iD during submission. ORCID helps
ensure accurate attribution of research outputs and distinguishes researchers with similar names.

18. Can I become a BNJAR reviewer?

Yes. Researchers with appropriate expertise and research experience are encouraged to join the
BNJAR reviewer community. Prospective reviewers should register through the journal's online
system and provide their areas of expertise and research interests.

19. Can I decline a review invitation?

Yes. Reviewers may decline an invitation if the manuscript is outside their expertise, they have a
conflict of interest, or they cannot complete the review within the required timeframe.

20. What are the responsibilities of BNJAR reviewers?

Reviewers are expected to provide objective, confidential, constructive, evidence-based, and
timely assessments. They must declare conflicts of interest and protect the confidentiality of
unpublished manuscripts.

21. What is BNJAR's policy on conflicts of interest?

Authors, reviewers, and editors are expected to disclose any actual, potential, or perceived conflicts
of interest that could influence the research, review, or editorial decision.

22. Does BNJAR support research data availability?

Yes. BNJAR encourages authors to promote research transparency and data availability where
appropriate and ethically and legally possible. Authors should follow the journal's current Data
Availability Policy.

23. What license applies to BNJAR articles?

BNJAR articles are published under the Creative Commons license specified in the journal's
current Open Access and licensing policy. Authors should check the journal website for the
applicable license before submission.



24. Will my article receive a DOI?

BNJAR assigns Digital Object Identifiers (DOIs) to published articles where applicable. The DOI
provides a persistent and unique link to the published article.

25. Where is BNJAR indexed and abstracted?

BNJAR is working to maximize the discoverability of its content through recognized indexing,
abstracting, repository, and scholarly discovery services. Authors should consult the journal's
current Indexing and Abstracting page for the most up-to-date list.

26. How can I increase the visibility of my published article?
Authors can improve discoverability by:

e Using a clear and descriptive title;

e Selecting relevant keywords;

e  Writing an informative abstract;

e Providing an ORCID iD;

o Sharing the official article DOI or BNJAR link;

o Depositing the article where permitted in institutional repositories; and

o Promoting the research through appropriate academic and professional networks.
27. Can I share my BNJAR article on ResearchGate or social media?

Authors may share their published research in accordance with the journal's licensing and
copyright policy. When promoting an article, authors are encouraged to use the official BNJAR
article page or DOL.

28. What should I do if I discover an error in my published article?

Authors should contact the BNJAR editorial office as soon as possible. Depending on the nature
and significance of the error, BNJAR may publish a correction, erratum, retraction, or other
appropriate editorial notice.

29. Does BNJAR accept manuscripts that have been published elsewhere?

No. Manuscripts submitted to BNJAR should be original and not simultaneously under
consideration by another journal. Duplicate or redundant publication is inconsistent with
responsible scholarly publishing.

30. Can I submit a manuscript that has been posted as a preprint?



Preprint submissions should be evaluated according to BNJAR's current Preprint Policy. Authors
should disclose any relevant preprint information during submission.

31. How can I contact BNJAR?

For submission, editorial, or technical enquiries, authors should use the official contact information
provided on the BNJAR journal website.

32. How can I collaborate with BNJAR?

BNJAR welcomes collaboration with researchers, universities, research institutes, professional
organizations, scholarly societies, libraries, indexing services, and other research-support
organizations. Potential collaborators may contact the editorial office with a brief description of
the proposed collaboration.

Quick Guide for Authors
Before submission:

Check the Aims & Scope — Author Guidelines — Publication Ethics — Open Access Policy —
Data Availability Policy.

During submission:

Complete all required metadata, provide author information and ORCID iDs where available,
declare funding and conflicts of interest, and upload all required files.

During peer review:

Respond carefully and professionally to reviewer comments and provide a point-by-point response
when revisions are requested.

After acceptance:

Check the final proofs carefully and ensure that all author, affiliation, funding, and
acknowledgement information is accurate.

After publication:

Share your article responsibly through appropriate academic networks and help increase the
visibility, accessibility, and impact of agricultural research published by BNJAR.



