
Obligations for Authors 

Authors submitting manuscripts to the Blue Nile Journal of Agricultural Research (BNJAR) are 

responsible for ensuring that their work meets the highest standards of scientific integrity, 

originality, transparency, accuracy, and publication ethics. By submitting a manuscript to BNJAR, 

authors confirm that they have read and complied with the journal's Author Guidelines, Publication 

Ethics and Policies, and relevant research-integrity requirements. 

1. Authorship and Article Submission 

Authors have the following responsibilities: 

• Accuracy and integrity: Authors must present an accurate, complete, and objective 

account of their research and discuss the significance and limitations of their findings 

appropriately. 

• Sufficient methodological detail: Manuscripts should provide sufficient information 

about the methods, materials, data, and analytical procedures to enable qualified 

researchers to understand, evaluate, and, where reasonably possible, reproduce the 

research. 

• Clarity and completeness: Manuscripts should be written clearly and concisely without 

compromising scientific accuracy, methodological detail, or completeness. Authors should 

provide an informative abstract that accurately reflects the content of the manuscript. 

• Language and presentation: Authors are responsible for ensuring that their manuscript is 

carefully written and appropriately edited for grammar, spelling, terminology, tables, 

figures, and overall presentation. 

• Appropriate citation: Authors must acknowledge all relevant sources that have 

substantially influenced their research. Publications, datasets, methods, software, and other 

sources used in the research should be appropriately cited. 

• Use of unpublished or confidential information: Information obtained through private 

communications, correspondence, personal discussions, confidential peer review, grant-

review activities, or other privileged sources must not be used or reported without 

appropriate permission from the source, where such permission is required. 

• Avoidance of redundant publication: Authors should not submit manuscripts reporting 

essentially the same research to more than one journal simultaneously. Substantial overlap 

with previously published or concurrently submitted work must be disclosed to the editor. 

• Avoidance of inappropriate fragmentation: Authors should avoid unnecessarily 

dividing a single research project into multiple publications when doing so prevents 

individual articles from providing a complete and meaningful scientific contribution. 

Authorship Criteria 

Authorship should be based on substantial contributions to the research and manuscript. 

Individuals listed as authors should have made meaningful contributions to the conception or 

design of the study, acquisition, analysis or interpretation of data, and/or development of the 

manuscript, and should have participated sufficiently to take responsibility for the work. 



All listed authors should: 

• Approve the final version of the manuscript; 

• Agree to its submission to BNJAR; 

• Be able to identify their contributions to the work; and 

• Accept responsibility for the integrity and accuracy of their contributions. 

The corresponding author is responsible for coordinating communication with BNJAR and 

confirming that all appropriate authors have been included and that all listed authors have approved 

the submitted manuscript. BNJAR does not permit guest, gift, honorary, or ghost authorship. 

Individuals who have contributed to the research but do not meet the criteria for authorship should 

be appropriately acknowledged, subject to their permission. 

Any changes to authorship after submission, including the addition, removal, or rearrangement of 

authors, must be justified and approved by all authors and accepted by the editorial office before 

publication. 

2. Originality and Plagiarism 

Originality is a fundamental requirement for publication in BNJAR. 

Authors must ensure that their submitted manuscript represents original work and that all sources, 

ideas, words, data, figures, tables, and other materials derived from the work of others are 

appropriately acknowledged and cited. BNJAR may use similarity-detection and plagiarism-

screening tools as part of its editorial quality-control process. A similarity report is an aid to 

editorial assessment and does not, by itself, constitute a determination of plagiarism. 

Plagiarism, including substantial unattributed copying, inappropriate reuse of previously published 

material, and misrepresentation of another person's work as one's own, is unacceptable. Authors 

must obtain appropriate permission when required to reproduce copyrighted text, figures, 

photographs, tables, datasets, videos, or other third-party materials. Reused material must be 

properly acknowledged and cited. 

Where plagiarism, fabrication, falsification, or other forms of research misconduct are identified, 

BNJAR may take appropriate action in accordance with its publication-ethics policies. 

3. Research Integrity and Accuracy 

Authors are responsible for ensuring the accuracy and integrity of the research reported in their 

manuscript. 

Authors must not: 

• Fabricate or falsify research data or results; 

• Manipulate images or data in a misleading manner; 

• Misrepresent research findings; 



• Omit relevant information in a manner that could materially distort the interpretation of the 

research; or 

• Present another person's work, ideas, data, or words as their own. 

If authors identify a significant error or inaccuracy in their manuscript after submission or 

publication, they should promptly notify the BNJAR editorial office and cooperate with the editors 

to correct the published record where necessary. 

4. Ethical Approval and Participant Protection 

Where research involves human participants, animals, personal data, or other activities requiring 

ethical oversight, authors must obtain the appropriate ethical approval before conducting the 

research. Where applicable, manuscripts should include information concerning the relevant 

ethical approval, informed consent, participant protection, and data-protection procedures. 

Authors must ensure that research involving participants complies with applicable ethical and legal 

requirements. 

5. Defamation and Responsible Reporting 

BNJAR supports academic freedom, scientific debate, and constructive criticism. Authors are 

encouraged to critically evaluate existing research and identify limitations, weaknesses, or 

alternative interpretations. However, criticism should focus on scientific evidence, methods, 

findings, and interpretations, rather than making personal attacks or unsupported allegations 

against individuals or organizations. Authors should ensure that statements about individuals, 

institutions, products, or organizations are accurate, evidence-based, and presented in an 

appropriate scholarly context. 

6. Conflict of Interest 

Authors must disclose any actual, potential, or perceived conflict of interest that could reasonably 

influence the research, its interpretation, or the publication process. 

Conflicts of interest may include, but are not limited to: 

• Financial relationships or sources of funding; 

• Employment or consultancy; 

• Ownership of shares or other financial interests; 

• Patents or intellectual-property interests; 

• Personal or professional relationships; 

• Institutional affiliations; or 

• Other interests that could reasonably be perceived as influencing the research or its 

interpretation. 

Authors should provide a clear Conflict of Interest Statement in the manuscript and disclose 

relevant information during submission. 



7. Funding and the Role of Funders 

Authors must disclose all financial and material support received for the research and publication 

of the manuscript. The funding statement should identify the funding organization(s), grant or 

project information where applicable, and, where relevant, describe the role of the funder in: 

• Study design; 

• Data collection; 

• Data analysis and interpretation; 

• Manuscript preparation; 

• The decision to submit the manuscript for publication; and 

• The decision to publish the findings. 

If the funder had no involvement in these activities, this should be stated clearly. 

8. Data Availability and Transparency 

Authors are encouraged to promote research transparency and reproducibility by making relevant 

research data, analytical procedures, materials, code, or other supporting information available 

where appropriate. Authors should comply with BNJAR's Data Availability Policy and clearly 

state how the underlying data or supporting materials can be accessed, where applicable. 

Data should not be shared when doing so would violate ethical, legal, privacy, confidentiality, 

intellectual-property, or other legitimate restrictions. In such cases, authors should explain the 

applicable restrictions and, where possible, provide information about how qualified researchers 

may obtain access. 

9. Acknowledgements and Contributions 

Individuals who contributed substantially to the research or manuscript but do not meet the criteria 

for authorship should be appropriately acknowledged, with their permission. Authors should 

ensure that all relevant contributions, sources of support, and assistance are transparently 

disclosed. 

10. Responsibilities of the Corresponding Author 

The corresponding author serves as the primary contact with BNJAR throughout the submission 

and publication process. 

The corresponding author should ensure that: 

• All authors have approved the manuscript and its submission; 

• Author names, affiliations, and contact information are accurate; 

• All required declarations have been provided; 

• Funding and conflicts of interest have been disclosed; 

• Ethical approval information is included where applicable; 



• The manuscript has not been submitted simultaneously to another journal; 

• Any required permissions have been obtained; and 

• All authors are informed of important editorial communications and decisions. 

The corresponding author does not assume sole responsibility for the entire research; each author 

remains responsible for their contributions and for fulfilling the authorship responsibilities 

applicable to them. 

11. ORCID iD 

BNJAR encourages all authors to provide their ORCID iD during submission. ORCID provides a 

persistent identifier that helps distinguish researchers with similar names and improves the 

accuracy of author attribution and publication metadata. Authors are encouraged to ensure that 

their ORCID record contains their correct name, affiliation, and relevant scholarly information. 

12. Compliance with BNJAR Policies 

By submitting a manuscript to BNJAR, authors agree to comply with the journal's Author 

Guidelines, publication-ethics requirements, peer-review procedures, copyright and licensing 

policies, data-availability requirements, and other applicable editorial policies. Failure to comply 

with these requirements may result in a manuscript being returned for correction, rejected before 

or after peer review, or subject to further editorial action where ethical or research-integrity 

concerns arise. 

 


