Submission & Peer Review

The Blue Nile Journal of Agricultural Research (BNJAR) is committed to providing a fair,
rigorous, transparent, and efficient peer-review process while maintaining high standards of
scientific integrity and publication ethics.

Every manuscript submitted to BNJAR undergoes an initial editorial screening before it is sent for
peer review. This process helps determine whether the manuscript is appropriate for the journal
and meets the basic requirements for further consideration.

1. Initial Editorial Screening

Following submission, the editorial office conducts an initial quality and compliance check. This
may include assessment of:

e Alignment with the scope and aims of BNJAR;

o Compliance with the Author Guidelines;

e Manuscript completeness and appropriate formatting;

o Originality and potential plagiarism concerns;

e Authorship and contribution information;

« Ethical approval and informed-consent requirements, where applicable;
o Conflict-of-interest and funding disclosures;

o Data availability and research transparency requirements;

o Appropriate citation and referencing; and

o Overall suitability for peer review.

If important information is missing or the manuscript does not meet the journal's basic
requirements, it may be returned to the authors for correction or clarification before further
editorial consideration.

A manuscript that passes the initial screening is then assigned to an editor for further evaluation
and, where appropriate, peer review.

2. Editorial Assessment

The Editor-in-Chief has overall responsibility for the editorial and peer-review process and may
assign manuscripts to an appropriate handling editor or subject-area editor.

The assigned editor evaluates the manuscript's scientific relevance, originality, methodological
soundness, and suitability for BNJAR and determines whether it should proceed to external peer
review. Passing the initial screening does not guarantee acceptance or publication.

3. Peer Review

Manuscripts that are considered suitable for further evaluation are sent to independent reviewers
with relevant expertise.



Reviewers assess the manuscript according to criteria that may include:

« Scientific originality and significance;

o Clarity of research objectives and hypotheses;

o Appropriateness of methodology and study design;

e Quality and validity of data and analysis;

o Interpretation and discussion of results;

¢ Relevance of conclusions to the research findings;

e Quality and completeness of references;

« Ethical and research-integrity considerations; and

o Overall contribution to agricultural science and related fields.

The number of reviewers and the review process may vary depending on the manuscript and its
subject area.

4. Peer-Review Model
BNJAR applies the peer-review model specified in its current Author Guidelines.

Where double-blind peer review is used, authors should prepare the manuscript in a way that does
not reveal their identities to reviewers. Author names, institutional affiliations, acknowledgements,
funding information, and other potentially identifying information should be provided separately
where required. Authors should carefully follow the submission-system instructions regarding the
preparation of anonymous and non-anonymous files.

5. Editorial Decisions

Following peer review, the editor evaluates the reviewers' comments together with the manuscript
and makes an editorial recommendation or decision.

Possible decisions may include:

e Accept;

e Minor revisions;

e Major revisions;

o Resubmit for further consideration; or
e Reject.

When revisions are requested, authors should carefully address the reviewers' and editor's
comments and provide a clear response explaining how each point has been addressed. A revised
manuscript may be returned to the original reviewers or evaluated by the editor, depending on the
nature and extent of the revisions.

The Editor-in-Chief retains overall responsibility for the final editorial decision in accordance with
BNJAR's editorial policies.



6. Manuscript Identification and Tracking

After successful submission, each manuscript is assigned a unique manuscript identification
number (Manuscript ID). Authors should use this ID when communicating with the BNJAR
editorial office. It enables the editorial team to identify the manuscript efficiently and allows
authors to monitor its progress through the journal's online submission system. Authors are
encouraged to refer to their Manuscript ID in all correspondence concerning their submission.

7. DOI Assignment and Publication

A Digital Object Identifier (DOI) is assigned to an article as part of the publication process. The
DOI provides a persistent and unique identifier that facilitates the long-term discovery, citation,
and linking of the published article. The DOI is normally assigned when the article is formally
prepared for publication and made available through the journal's publishing system. Authors
should refer to the article's published record for the final DOI and citation information.

8. ORCID iD

BNJAR strongly encourages authors to provide their ORCID iD during manuscript submission.
ORCID provides a persistent digital identifier that distinguishes researchers from others with
similar names and helps ensure that scholarly contributions are correctly attributed. Providing an
ORCID iD can also improve the accuracy of author identification and publication metadata across
scholarly communication systems.

Authors can register for or access their ORCID record through the official ORCID platform.
9. Commitment to Fair and Ethical Peer Review

BNJAR is committed to maintaining a professional, impartial, confidential, and ethical peer-
review process. Editors and reviewers are expected to declare potential conflicts of interest and to
handle manuscripts confidentially. The journal does not guarantee acceptance based solely on the
topic or potential importance of a manuscript. Editorial decisions are based on the scientific
quality, originality, methodological rigor, relevance, ethical compliance, and overall suitability of
the manuscript. Our goal is to ensure that every manuscript receives a fair and appropriate editorial
assessment while maintaining the integrity and quality of the BNJAR scholarly record.



